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The Arab world was distinguished over its long history with its rich civilization and architectural
heritage. The Arabian architectural product has been the true mirror of society; its needs and
circumstances, throughout the ages. It was able to accommodate changes in a manner that
coincides with its values and culture. However, in the early twenty first century, we have come to
live in an era of interaction between what is global and what is local; as we found that the Western
model of architecture with all its features and characteristics, sometimes, prevails. Other times, we
also find that traditional architecture is reproduced through the growing material construction of
the elements of architectural heritage in formations to give visual effects on the outside appearance
of buildings in a duplicated artificial module without any moral or correlation function which
makes these elements lose their value, fake architectural expression and also distorts the

Engineering Research Journal, Vol. 33, No. ¢, October 2010, PP: 459-475 459
© Faculty of Engineering, Minoufiya University, Egypt



5 palaall G all 5 jlead) L8 A1 e Gaadl ) gile gl Calile dana, dulae e dena (e

perception of the traditional architecture. Finally, we find a balanced thought that holds the
fragrance of the past, meantime introduces a developed concept of architecture.

The original architectural thought that we desire for our Arabian — Islamic architecture should
be capable of delivering civilized values and social inherited traditions, through the delivery of the
positive elements that can be developed from heritage, and the development of positive elements
of contemporary trends and modern thoughts. The clear delivery of these thoughts would enable
the society to evaluated and select.

We find that there are some architectural models for architects who tried to link the environment
with heritage. They tried rooting architecture inspired by Arab character of the local environment
and benefit at the same time from cultural, economical and political variables and employing them
for the construction of a contemporary and modern Arab architecture with several different
directions of the architectural heritage of civilization, and with dimensions appropriate for the
current era, in an attempt to link the ideological trends of contemporary architectural and cultural
heritage. Their works sowed trials to adopt elements of architectural heritage employed by modern
buildings to indicate the local character in order to achieve optimal functional performance
through architectural abstraction and creative renewal of the role of local knowledge in
construction (from innovation to make formations and configurations that affect the character of
local environments).

Research problem:

The loss of contemporary Arabian product to the visual characteristics of the style and character
of Arabian architecture is unique in Arab country's major cities. This loss was a result of being
affected by Western trends and great fascination with technological development without
considering the cultural elements of the Arab societies, where the contemporary Arab architecture
oscillating between attempts to imitate the intellectual trends of modern international architecture
and trends that call for the return once again to inheritance and architectural assets that are suitable
for our cultural and living circumstances.

Aim of the research:

The aim of this research paper, through the inductive analytical approach and case field study, is
to identify the impact of the global architecture (the Western model of building) on contemporary
Arabic architecture and its response to that influence. Also, try to monitor trends of the
contemporary Arab architecture, succeeded in forming the identity of contemporary architectural
language inspired by the traditional roots through the creation of the desired balance between
tradition and contemporary architecture.
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